THE CHURCH AND REFORM:   Timeline of Selected Events

Excerpt from Good Catholic Girls:  How Women Are Leading the Fight to Change the Church.

1960s

Second Vatican Council meets (1962-65)

Pope Paul VI issues Humanae Vitae, maintains ban on artificial birth control (1968)

Graduate theology programs in the U.S. and Europe begin to admit women  

1970s
Ludmila Javorova ordained a priest by Bishop Felix Maria Davidek in underground Catholic Church in former Czechoslovakia (1970)


The first women—the “Philadelphia 11”—ordained Episcopal priests (1974)



Women’s Ordination Conference holds first national conference  (1975)

U.S. Bishops hold “Call to Action” conference (1976), out of which forms the leading national progressive reform group, Call to Action 

Pontifical Biblical Commission concludes there are insufficient scriptural grounds to rule out women’s ordination (1976)

Vatican issues Inter Insigniores, declaring women cannot be priests because they do not image Christ (1977)

Women’s Ordination Conference holds second national conference (1978)



Karol Wojtyla becomes Pope John Paul II (1978)

Sister Theresa Kane appeals publicly to Pope John Paul II to open “all ministries of our Church” to women (1979)

1980s:
Center of Concern mounts “Women Moving Church” conference (1981)

First meeting of independent women-church groups (1983), followed by formation of Women-Church Convergence 

Catholics for a Free Choice runs New York Times ad that a diversity of opinion exists on abortion (1984)

Sister Jeannine Gramick and Fr. Robert Nugent are ordered by Church officials to separate themselves from New Ways, their pioneering ministry to Catholic homosexuals (1984)

Vatican publishes Letter to the Bishops of the Catholic Church on the Pastoral Care of Homosexual Persons, saying, in part, that no one “should be surprised” at violence against homosexuals when homosexual activity is condoned (1986)

Pope John Paul II issues Mulieris Dignitatem, On the Dignity and Vocation of Women, defining women’s and men’s roles as different and complementary, in the Church and in the world (1988)

U.S. Bishops attempt to write a Pastoral Letter on Women (1983 to 1992), without success 

1990s               John Paul II issues Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, On Reserving Priestly 

Ordination to Men Alone, declaring case closed on women’s ordination 

(1994)

Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith releases Responsum ad Dubium, Concerning the Teaching Contained in Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, declaring the ban on women priests to be infallible teaching (1995)

Pope John Paul II releases his “Letter to Women” in preparation for the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, again stressing  complementarity of the sexes (2003)

International Movement We Are Church presents a petition with 2.5 million signatures to the Vatican supporting a range of progressive Church reforms (1997)

Under Elizabeth Johnson’s stewardship, Catholic Theological Society of America takes stand against Vatican assertion that ban on women priests is infallible teaching (1997)

U.S. bishops publish pastoral on homosexuals, Always Our Children:  A Pastoral Message to Parents of Homosexual Children and Suggestions for Pastoral Ministers (1997)

Vatican issues Ad Tuendam Fidem (for the Defense of Faith), extending canon law to excommunication for those who reject “definitively held” teachings, including the ban on women priests (1998)

Sister Jeannine Gramick and Fr. Robert Nugent publicly ordered by 

Vatican to stop all ministry to Catholic homosexuals (1999)

Throughout the 1990s, the Holy See obstructs consensus on reproductive health issues at major UN conferences on women, including the International Conference on Population and Development in Cairo (1994) and Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing (1995)

Catholics for a Free Choice launches the SeeChange Campaign to altar the Holy See’s U.N. status as a Non-member State Permanent Observer, a status unique among the world’s religions (1999) 

2000s
Sister Jeannine Gramick refuses silencing order, issued by her religious community, on all speech about homosexuals and the Church (2000)

Madeleva Manifesto, “A Message of Hope and Courage,” is published, signed by leading feminist theologians (2000)

FutureChurch begins in 2000 to promote special celebrations on the feast of Mary of Magdala, July 22, which grow to thousands of people attending hundreds of celebrations worldwide


National Catholic Reporter breaks story of the abuse of nuns by priests worldwide, based on reports Catholic sisters had been turning over to the Vatican since the 1990s (2001)

With the support of the Erie Benedictines, Sister Joan Chittister rejects Vatican silencing order and speaks at the first world conference of Women’s Ordination Worldwide (2001) 

Mary Ramerman defies Catholic Church authorities and is ordained a Catholic priest (2001)

Borrowing from the sanctity of life campaign, Catholics for a Free Choice launches its “Condoms4Life” campaign on World AIDS Day, 2001

Boston Globe breaks stories of priests’ crimes against minors and institutional cover-up, inspiring an avalanche of similar stories nationwide  (2002)

U.S. Bishops open their Dallas meeting on clergy child sex abuse to the press and public, publish a Charter on the Protection of Children and Young People, set up Office of Child and Youth Protection, and appoint an independent National Lay Review Board  (2002)

Seven women (the Danube 7) ordained Catholic priests on the Danube River; a month later, the Vatican excommunicates them (2002)

More than 4,000 attend first national conference of new moderate reform group, Voice of the Faithful (2002)

Under pressure from priests, laity and the press, Boston Cardinal Bernard Law resigns in disgrace (2002)

“Religion and the Feminist Movement” conference mounted by Harvard Divinity School’s Women’s Studies in Religion Program (2002)


Danube 7 priest Ida Raming tours 12 U.S. cities in five weeks (2003)



Voice of the Faithful holds New York regional conference (2003)

Vatican issues Lexicon on Ambiguous and Colloquial Terms 

About Family Life and Ethical Questions, with a chapter denouncing Catholics for a Free Choice (2003)

Vatican issues Considerations Regarding Proposals to Give Legal Recognition to Unions Between Homosexual Persons, condemning homosexual unions as immoral and insists that governments must contain the phenomenon  (June 2003)

Vatican publishes Doctrinal Note on Some Questions Regarding the Participation of Catholics in Political Life, demanding a defense of the basic right to life from conception to natural death, including the rights of the human embryo (2003)  

163 Milwaukee priests sign a letter to U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ president urging the opening of the priesthood to married men; similar actions follow by other priests groups and reform groups like Call to Action and FutureChurch (2003/2004)

U.S. Bishops publish Faithful Citizenship:  A Catholic Call to Political Responsibility, which instructs Catholics to advocate for the full range of Catholic social teachings (2003) 

U.S. Bishops release results of their audit of diocesan compliance with the terms of the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People (2003)

U. S. Bishops publish John Jay College survey of incidence of child sexual abuse among Catholic clergy and National Lay Review Board survey on causes and context for the crisis (2004)


Barbara Rick’s documentary In Good Conscience:  Sister Jeannine Gramick’s Journey of Faith opens to sold-out crowds in New York City (2004)

An uproar of alarm greets the Pope’s statement reiterating his view of women:  On the Collaboration of Men and Women in the Church and in the World (2004) 

After some U.S. bishops threaten to withhold communion from pro-choice politicians and those who vote for them, the full Bishop’s Conference decides the decision should be left up to individual bishops; the Vatican weighs in, approving a vote for a pro-choice candidate as long as the vote is not for the candidate’s  pro-choice position (2004)

Catholic legislator Nancy Pelosi, the first female minority leader in the U.S. House of Representatives, declares that she is a mother of five, a grandmother of five, a devout Roman Catholic and pro-choice in her address at the 2004 Washington, DC March for Women’s lives, which attracts a reported million people (2004)

Boston College sponsors “Envisioning the Church Women Want” conference, part of its Church in the 21st Century series (2004)

Instead of being punished for exposing hundreds of children to sexual molestation by Catholic priests, the Vatican rewards Cardinal Law by appointing him to head a major basilica in Rome (2004).

The Farm, the first national treatment center for clergy sex abuse survivors, opens in Louisville, Kentucky, founded by survivors’ group, The Linkup (2004)

